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We have got to start reminding our
folks not only of the danger but that
most of us are safe.

Yes, I am struggling with the grief of
two who died here; but at the same
time, I tell my people that the two who
died here of anthrax which gives flu-
like symptoms, that 10,000 die of flu
every year. We have got to put this
into some perspective or else we are
simply going to help paralyze our own
people. We have got to remind them
that the Nation’s capital is the best
protected city in the world notwith-
standing the anthrax deaths. We have
got to help the people of this city and
of the United States get past this. We
have got to help them understand that
the House and the Senate and the Con-
gress will soon be safe enough for all to
come and see.

Above all, we have got to send a mes-
sage that yes, school children can come
again to their Nation’s capital and can
come to their Congress. I ask for your
help in getting out to the people of this
city and to the American people mes-
sages of reassurance that all now hun-
ger for.
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AIRPORT SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, ground
zero is still burning while the House is
fiddling. Six weeks have passed since
terrorists attacked America by hijack-
ing four airplanes. Six weeks have
passed since that deadly day, Sep-
tember 11, 2001, in which terrorists at-
tacked the United States of America.
Six weeks have passed since nearly
6,000 Americans and other people per-
ished in the deadliest day in the his-
tory of American soil.

Mr. Speaker, it is high time House
leaders let the Members vote on the bi-
partisan aviation security bill, H.R.
2951, which I have cosponsored with the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. GANSKE) and
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
ANDREWS). It is high time Congress
acts to protect the American people
from future terrorist hijackings.

We need to pass this bipartisan bill,
because it provides the flexibility to
hire a combination of Federal, State,
and local law enforcement personnel to
provide security for our Nation’s air-
ports. Airport security, Mr. Speaker,
should be a law enforcement function,
not a minimum wage function. Let me
repeat that, Mr. Speaker, because that
is the bottom line that divides us here
in the House. That is what this debate
is all about, and that is why the bill
has yet to come to the floor. Airport
security should be a law enforcement
function and not a minimum wage
function. The American people will not
return to flying until they know the
skies are safe.

Despite the changes made since Sep-
tember 11, security lapses continue. I
recently met with several Minneapolis-

St. Paul airport police officers, airport
screeners, and supervisors as well as
Northwest Airlines pilots and flight at-
tendants. To a person, they all told me
airport security is still inadequate. I
talked to a supervisor of screeners, se-
curity checkpoint screeners at Dulles
Airport, spent about a half-hour with
this woman, this supervisor, and she
said, ‘‘Congressman, airport security
here is a joke. It’s not uniform, 80 per-
cent of our personnel at Dulles are not
citizens, 40 percent of them don’t speak
English and don’t understand what is
expected in terms of our security.’’

Mr. Speaker, that was alarming to
me and it is certainly not reassuring to
the American people. Low-paid and
undertrained baggage screeners and
spot checks of passenger luggage are
not the solution. They are the problem.
When the president of a major flight
attendants union says that flight at-
tendants do not feel safe yet, how can
we expect the traveling public to feel
safe? How can we expect the traveling
public to return to the airlines?

We all know that the President has
said he will sign our bipartisan avia-
tion security bill if we can get it passed
in this body. It passed the other body
100-to-nothing, unanimously. It is high
time to stop the delay and pass this
bill now.

Aviation security delayed is aviation
security denied.
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ECONOMIC STIMULUS BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, over the
past few days, I have been meeting
with constituents in Maine, including a
couple of meetings with fire depart-
ment, police department, and EMT per-
sonnel about what they have been
going through since September 11. My
colleague, the gentleman from Maine
(Mr. BALDACCI), and I did one of those
meetings together; and I did another
one yesterday morning in Portland.

What those people said to me over
and over again is we need help with the
added costs that we have run up since
September 11; and, after all, this was
an attack on the United States and not
on the State of Maine or the City of
Portland or the towns in my district or
anywhere else in the country. Second,
they said we need training to cope with
these new threats, chemical and bio-
logical threats or other threats, that
we are not entirely prepared for. And,
third, they said we need better commu-
nication with Federal officials, State
officials, and others, in fact with each
other, in order to do the jobs that we
have set out to do.

But when we look at what is hap-
pening to our States right now, we no-
tice several things. First, costs are up.
Costs are up because of overtime and
all sorts of additional tasks that are
being undertaken since September 11.
Revenues are down because of the slow-

ing economy. Sales taxes have dropped;
and other State revenues are down, so
that for many States deficits are loom-
ing. In fact, for more than half a dozen
States in this country, the deficits
look like they could be over $1 billion.

Tomorrow, this Congress, back in
session, will take up an economic stim-
ulus bill; and I have to say how dis-
appointed I am in the bill that has been
reported out by the Committee on
Ways and Means on a partisan, not a
bipartisan, basis.

First of all, it provides huge tax
breaks to some of the largest corpora-
tions in the country. Second, it will
cut State revenues, I said cut State
revenues, by $5 billion a year for each
of the next 3 years. And, third, it is, as
I said, not a bipartisan bill, not in the
spirit of unity and resolve that we have
shown in this Congress and around the
country since September 11 but a par-
tisan bill.

Let me touch for a moment on the
tax cuts to corporations, largely com-
ing from the repeal of the corporate al-
ternative minimum tax and certain
AMT tax credit carry-forwards, a tech-
nical term. But let us look at this.

People around this country, many of
them, got $300 for a tax rebate a little
while ago. IBM, if the bill passes to-
morrow and is signed by the President
and passed by the Senate, would get
$1.4 billion in a tax rebate. General Mo-
tors would get $833 million in a tax re-
bate. General Electric would get $671
million in a tax rebate.

What sense does that make? I cannot
explain that to people back in Maine.
We have $25 billion going to some of
the largest and most successful cor-
porations in this country. They are
good companies, they work hard; but
these corporations do not need $25 bil-
lion in tax rebates now.
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Let me go quickly to another point.
I mentioned what has been happening
in our States. Revenues are down; costs
are up. A report by the Center on Budg-
et and Policy Priorities shows that the
States collectively will lose $5 billion
in revenues over each of the next 5
years precisely because of the tax
changes that are going to be made at
the Federal level if the House bill
passes tomorrow.

Now, why does that happen? It hap-
pens because so many States, in fact,
49, have their tax laws tied to the Fed-
eral tax laws, so when we make a
change here, it affects State revenues.
What does this mean for economic
stimulus? It means that State revenues
will be cut. They will have to increase
taxes or lay off people because of the
changes that we make. What will that
do? It will slow down the economy.

So the steps that are proposed to be
taken by the Republican majority to-
morrow are steps that will slow down
economic activity in our states. It
makes no sense.

Now we are engaged in a war on ter-
rorism. We are engaged in conflict
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